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NEW GENERAL INTERNAL MEDICINE CURRICULUM 2009

Following on from the statement released on 5th February 2009 by the Joint Royal Colleges of Physicians Training Board (JRCPTB) regarding plans to reinstate the system for award of dual certificates of completion of training (CCTs) in General Internal Medicine (GIM) and acute Medical Specialties, the JRCPTB is pleased to announce the new curriculum for General Internal Medicine. This curriculum, from August 2009, will replace the GIM (Acute) Medicine (2007) curriculum and will allow trainees once again to achieve a dual CCT in their specialty and General Internal Medicine.

The current GIM (Acute) Medicine Curriculum was introduced in 2007 to satisfy the demand for physicians trained with appropriate skills to lead acute medical admission units.  It explicitly stated how progression would occur through the different levels of the spiral curriculum. Level 1 competences were to be achieved during Core Medical Training before entry to Specialist training.  Achievement of Level 2 competences would be recognised by the award of a credential that confirmed the trainee’s acquisition of competences to allow participation as a Consultant in the acute medical take. Level 3 competences were defined specifically for trainees in Acute Medicine training programmes, who would be the leaders and mainstay of acute medical units.  

This new curriculum has been produced to meet the increasing needs of patients as identified by the service, for physicians to manage and enhance patient care in the acute medical units. It also addresses the concerns of trainees. Trainees recruited in 2007 and 2008 expressed the wish to be able to achieve dual CCT’s in GIM and another acute medical specialty, as they were concerned that without a CCT for GIM, their competence to participate in the acute medical take might be called into question. 

The new curriculum differs from the GIM (Acute) Medicine (2007) curriculum in that it better defines the need to demonstrate maturation of the trainee’s competences through the duration of training.  In Core Medicine, the trainee is expected to be able to recognise and diagnose the common medical conditions. In subsequent training in GIM, the trainee builds on the core competences, as they acquire skills in the treatment and management of complex medical problems in both in-patient and out-patient settings. There is a greater emphasis on the need to understand the use of pharmacological agents and their complications in patients with multi-system disease. 

The JRCPTB has ensured that PMETB’S quality standards will be met, while still emphasising the need for progressive acquisition of competences in the ‘Top 20’ Common Presentations and Other Important Presentations. The previously separate “Generic Curriculum” has also been incorporated into the main body of the curriculum. This early use of the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges Core Competences Framework has allowed the mapping of assessments to the General Medical Council domains of Good Medical Practice and is a significant advance. 

The JRCPTB wishes to ensure those trainees who are signed up to the current GIM (Acute) Medicine Curriculum (2007) (i.e. all those trainees who commenced training in GIM together with their chosen medical specialty in 2007 and 2008) are not perceived to be disadvantaged by not having the appropriate dual CCT qualifications. Trainees who wish to transfer to the new curriculum will be able to do this by providing the appropriate evidence as detailed in the curriculum. JRCPTB will communicate the new curriculum to various stakeholder groups together with clear instructions and further information on the JRCPTB website as to how trainees will be able to transfer onto the new curriculum. 

JRCPTB looks forward to implementing this new curriculum, building on our existing commitment to develop high quality training for physicians in this most fundamental of all our specialties.  

Kind Regards
Yours Sincerely,
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